


QUIDENHAM PARISH COUNCIL
www. quidenhamparishcouncil.gov.uk
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting on Monday 13th July 2026, 7.30pm at Quidenham Reading Room
Draft minutes pending approval at September meeting

Councillors present: 
Robert Breakwell (RB)(Chairman); Peter Lotarius (PL); Beverley Lee (BL); James MacDonald (JM); Nick Newson (NN); Chris Beveridge (CB); Nicola Dorks (ND) (Clerk). 
County Councillor Jacob Allen (JA)

Others present: Members of the public – 4

1. To receive and accept apologies for absence 
1.1. Apologies were received and accepted in advance at the last meeting from Councillor Simon Lee (SL) due to being on annual leave.

2. To receive any Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda and consider any requests for dispensation 
2.1There were none


3.	Councillor Jacob ALLEN, our County Councillor for Guiltcross, elected 11 May 2026; Reform – we were delighted to meet Jacob.
As a council we firstly Thank Jacob for attending the meeting, it was a pleasure to meet you.
Matters discussed;
SPEED LIMIT – JA was immediately aware of the speed through the village. He has agreed to help us fight for a 30-mph limit. SNAP meetings were raised as support for this, we currently have a member of public attending the meetings. It was noted that the majority of the council work non-standard hours, this will be raised to the SNAP team on behalf of the council about accessibility and timing of SNAP meetings.
It was suggested we have a public consultation regarding this and invite JA to this meeting, then send the outcome and draft a request to change the speed limit to try and calm it slightly.

Road Closures - ND fed back publics annoyance of not being advised of road closures recently on Banham Road, Quidenham and Wilby Road, Eccles- there was no notification and it caused disruption for locals and residents – also work was very substandard. ND to feedback dates and details to JA. Work was carried out Monday 6th and Tuesday 7th July.

Potholes – ND fed back from public that pothole repairs are very poor quality and seem extremely poor value for money as they are non-lasting and just quick fixes.

JA advised that the donation from County Councillor this year is likely to be diverted to highway solutions

Highway Mirror – member of public raised ongoing request for mirror opposite sideroad exit next to Reading Room. Highways have declined request due to safety and liability. JA requested a copy of the decline email, ND will forward this so he can look into its viability and whether it can be placed behind the wall of the Green. JA will refer this point to a higher level.

Members of public were asked if any further questions were to be posed to JA before his departure at 8.34pm. None noted in addition to above.


4. To approve and sign the minutes of;
a) 11th May 2026 - The minutes of the meeting held on 11 May 2026 were signed the following amendments noted on June minutes.
b) 8th June 2026 - The Minutes of the Meeting held on 8 June 2026 were received and duly read by Councillors prior to the meeting. The Council RESOLVED to APPROVE the minutes. Signed by the Chairman as confirmation. It was noted that a member of public had identified some amendments to June minutes however these were not material facts and hence original minutes stood which had already been approved by the council.

5. To address matters from last minutes 
· SAM Sign data – we are awaiting a data transfer “stick”, once received ND will upload data to the website, hopefully to coincide with speed reduction requests. 
· AURORA SCHOOL – use of sport facilities – ND now liaising with Aurora School and they are looking into costings and insurance and then will report back.
· Wi-Fi to Reading Room – 2 quotes have been obtained. A survey has been carried out as to the best provider and will be attached to these minutes. Strutt and Parker, the owners of the Reading Room, have approved Wi-Fi to be installed with provisions of how it is attached to the building. The council voted on whether happy to proceed. PL proposed and NN seconded. CB will look to action this and ND will update Strutt and Parker.
· Grass Cutting – ND checked Wilby and Eccles are happy with the work carried out NN and PL confirmed. ND will ensure Top Garden services will continue to trim the grass banks to provide better visibility when exiting side roads in Quidenham.
The issue of visibility came up again and JM has volunteered to cut back hedges and bushes to improve visibility for the residents using the exit near Reading Room and Green Lane.
· Bat and Bird Boxes-NN raised this funding idea at a previous meeting – council had approved research into this and ND has obtained various quotes for the boxes ranging from £30-60 per box depending on its usage, she suggested using a local carpenter and NN commented need to ensure non-toxic wood and FSC timber is used- SL’s wife has supplied contacts with the Bat Conservation Trust and British Trust for Ornithology in Thetford, ND will forward this information to NN. NN will refer to Thurston Parish council as he previously mentioned in May meeting that they had made a large purchase of this nature and will look to tap into their research and outcomes on this. 
· Quidenham Village Green – ND advised that still awaiting solid date for the work on Quidenham Village Green.
· Abattoir – Still awaiting planning application on this and ND is liaising with Banham Council – updates will be provided once available.
· Tree on Green – member of public with expert tree knowledge confirmed that the tree front right on green is definitely dead and can be removed. ND will oversee.


6. Finance;
a) Update on transfer to Unity Bank- ND has suggested that we initially transfer £5,000 to Unity to get the bank up and running and online log ins and online bank started. The Barclays transfer keeps rejecting due to an internal error and so we will get the Unity Accounts set up and once all cheques cleared through Barclays and Unity online set up, we will transfer balance and close Barclays.
b) Bank Reconciliations and YTD expenses v budget are being uploaded to website each month end. JM verified balance to bank reconciliation. Scribe is now being used for all accounting to streamline reporting and provide public transparency of the finances, also VAT returns and potential electronic submission of AGAR once this is online.


c) Below expenses APPROVED

	Cheque number
	Payment Description
	Amount

	101462
	Bailiwickit Survey to Reading Room
	£75

	101463
	Parish Online subscription
	£84

	101464
	Scribe monthly invoice
	£39.60

	101465
	Scribe Training and set up
	£298.80

	101466
	Clerk salary May
	TBC when basic PAYE set up



7. Initial review of Standing Orders deferred to next meeting.

8. Planning;
· PL/2026/0822/DPO - Land Off, Station Road, Quidenham, NR16 2PE – PL advised that the affordable housing on the Strand site has now been passed to Flagship housing.
· PL/2026/0877/DCA - Bonnyrigg House, Wilby Road, Quidenham, NR16 2PF- biodiversity report is required before progress can continue
· PL/2026/0943/TCA - The Old Stables, Banham Road, Quidenham, NR16 2PQ- wishing to reduce Oak branches over his house by 3 metres- neighbours are aware and approve. Member of public requested that council ensured that work complied with BS3998:2010 Tree Work 

9. Correspondence
East Harling Committee- Councillor Edge emailed regarding setting up a cross-council committee to join forces to tackle and discuss local issues, RB offered to join and PL seconded and offered to jointly attend. ND will advise Councillor Edge. 
Playground funding grants available – ND suggested Garnier Hall may be interested PL requested details be forwarded to him
Website – ND asked if any suggestions to add to website – Garnier Halls fund raising has been added as Quidenham Council have 2 trustees, member of public suggested Quidenham Village Society but ND advised not directly linked to Parish Council
Church Parking – ND conveyed request to church to restrict parking on Sunday services to the church car park for safety reasons
Textile Bank- The council agreed not to pursue this at this time
Snetterton circuit letters – ND will upload to website to advise of noise restriction day and 24-hour CV racing dates

10 . Any Other Business
PL looking at viability of more train stops at Eccles station
PL suggested opening to public ideas to enhance community PL will give way forward some thought

11. Opportunity for Public Participation
· We were updated that 2 conservation architects have been to view the Old Cart Shed, results and feedback are still pending.
· Jan Burrow-Wilkes of Plane Tree Cottage requested that Highways be contacted to trim back and tend to the Plane Tree before any further damage is incurred to her garage and/or garden. ND will action. The Plane Tree is on Highways land.
· Member of public noted and raised issue re confusion on Parish Annual Meeting. It was noted the members of public who attended have also attended all recent parish council meetings, no one else attended as previous years. Members of public felt the community did not engage enough with the council meetings unless they required input on planning or another specific matter. This was discussed and the members of public advised they would discuss it amongst themselves and provide feedback.


12. To confirm the date of the next meeting – Monday 14 September 2026 at the Reading Room in Quidenham at 7:30pm

Meeting closed at 9.10pm
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