


QUIDENHAM PARISH COUNCIL
www. quidenhamparishcouncil.gov.uk
Minutes of the Annual Parish meeting on Monday 9th June 2026, 7.30pm at Quidenham Reading Room

Councillors present: 
Robert Breakwell (RB)(Chairman); Peter Lotarius (PL); Beverley Lee (BL); James MacDonald (JM); Nick Newson (NN); Simon Lee (SL); Chris Beveridge (CB); Nicola Dorks (ND) (Clerk)

Absent: None

Others present: Members of the public – 3

1. To receive and accept apologies for absence 
1.1. None to be received

2. To approve and sign the minutes of the Annual Parish meeting on 11th May 2026 
2.1. The minutes of the meeting held on 11 May 2026 were declined with the following amendments; 
· Members of public not noted as present
· Decision regarding SNAP Meetings not noted
The Council RESOLVED to have the minutes amended for final approval at next full meeting.

3. To receive any declarations by any Councillors of any disclosable or Personal Interest on any Agenda items.- none received

4. To address matters from last minutes (minutes amended and pending re-approval)
· SAM Sign data – ND has spoken to IT company, and we can upload data direct from SAM signs. SL believes he has SAM manual and will look this out so we can get the data onto Parish Website.
· AURORA SCHOOL – use of sport facilities – still no reply so ND will visit next week in person to direct the question and report back
· STARLINK to Reading Room – 2 quotes are being obtained and will be assessed and investigated by CB. Once received we will discuss with Strutt and Parker.
· Grass Banks – Top Garden services will now trim the grass banks to provide better visibility when exiting side roads in Quidenham
· Bat and Bird Boxes-NN raised funding idea from previous minutes – council approved research into this and ND will approach local resources to gain quotes and expert advice using SL’s zoo contacts. NN has contacted Thurston Parish council as he mentioned they had made a large purchase of this nature but he has had heard nothing back, He is yet to contact the RSPB about this. 
· Quidenham Village Green – ND advised that Quidenham villagers had been supplied with the details of proposed work on the green in August, this is still to be fully confirmed- however in anticipation and to avoid any potential disruption villagers were advised via email, what’s app and messenger so they were fully aware. It had not been raised yet at a council meeting until the date is confirmed.

5. Clerk to provide feedback to the council on annual external audit outcome
Points raised for action;
No VAT return completed for previous year. We have had to set up a new VAT reclaim account. ND has now spent a total of 4 hours on phone to HMRC to remedy this and we are now awaiting a new HMRC code through the post. Amount outstanding to us is £1,144.
Grants – external auditor advised us to be mindful of grants and the S137 legislation. Asked me to convey to the council that the limit per elector for previous tax year was £11.10 and grants totalled £5,700. ND explained limits to council, so they are aware. This years limit is £11.60 per elector.
Precept- Budget needs to be minuted prior to precept not after – we have now drawn up a diary system to ensure this will not occur again and have also gained approval from council to sign up to SCRIBE to ensure all financial data uploaded and transparent on website – proposed by SL and seconded by BL
Clerks’ salary – External auditor advised all clerks should be on pay point Grade LC2 where minimum pay point is £16.35 per hour. RB proposed NN seconded
Councillors on district website – 7 councillors show on website. CB’s paperwork is being processed. ND needs to remove Heather Doig previous councillor. 

6. Finance;
a) Review of audit action points and changes going forward
The transfer to Unity will be processed once cheques below have been processed – new banking access will be sent to signatories; SL, RB and PL
ND requested use of SCRIBE going forward to enable the council to upload full bank reconciliation, budgeting and accounts update every month with the minutes. SL proposed and RB seconded





b) All payments below approved and ratified

	Cheque number
	Payment Description
	Amount
	

	101453
	Clear Councils- annual insurance
	£814.26
	APPROVED

	101454
	Top Garden Services – grass cutting invoice 3789
	£696.60
	APPROVED

	101455
	Top Garden Services – grass cutting invoice 3788
	£464.40
	APPROVED

	101456
	Carol Bailey Audit
	£150
	APPROVED

	101457
	Parish Training Services Norfolk
	£7.20
	APPROVED

	101458
	Room Rental – QVS
	£135
	APPROVED

	101459
	NALC- subscription
	£176.39
	APPROVED

	101460
	Peter Lotarius- Eccles Plants
	£250
	APPROVED



7. Initial review of Standing Orders – This action point was raised as start of a process to refresh councillors of all policies starting with Standing Order content. This point has been deferred to the July meeting due to time constraints and matters arising from members of the public present. Council voted to defer and all in approval.

8. Planning- (PL) reported no new planning applications or updates for the parish

9. Correspondence
Textile recycling- do we want a textile recycling unit and if so where would it go?– councillors have asked ND to research KPIs and data from company before we make a decision
Wheelie Bin Speeding stickers – decided against this as not many bins are along main roads
Phonely- offering their services to support vulnerable residents with switch over from standard landlines – council agreed to put their poster on noticeboard and website should any residents wish to utilise their services. Copy poster attached.


10. Opportunity for Public Participation
· Member of public requested permission to trim back Dogwood hedge on green that is pushing his fence over. SL advised council had paid in past to rectify lilac hedge. Member of public advised he could carry out work with permission, which council unanimously approved.
· Member of Public, previous clerk will be attending the next SNAP meeting on 17th July in Kenninghall.
· Member of the public advised that they have requested to meet with a Conservation architect at Old Cart Shed.
· Member of public has suggested council should be contacted re the road to East Harling getting ever narrower.  ND to discuss also with East Harling council at next NPTS session
· Highway safety mirror opposite exit from sideroad near Reading Room -  this has previously been raised but member of public had not had capacity to chase with council. ND will contact council re viability of this 

11. AOB
· SL advised of 2 large potholes outside parking area near Eccles Hall School ND to action
· RB suggested speaking to the estate re the number of leaning trees near road ND to contact them


12. To confirm the date of the next meeting – 

Monday 13 July 2026 at the Reading Room in Quidenham at 7:30pm. Apologies given in advance by Simon Lee (SL)
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Minutes of 9 June 2026 meeting approved as a true copy by council
Signed……………………….……. QPC Chair                               Dated……………




